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Living for Jesus Means Being Alive in God 
“You were dead in your transgressions and sins.”-Ephesians 2:1 

 

Seeing someone who once was dead come back to life must be shocking!  Do you remember this story? It had been four 
days since Lazarus breathed his last breath.  His heart stopped beating some time ago so there was no way he could still be 
alive. Yet Jesus didn’t accept those facts, so he said, “‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out...Jesus said to them, ‘Take 
off the grave clothes and let him go’” (John 11:43,44).  Jesus had just proved beyond any doubt that he has control and power 
over death. 

Did you know there was another man in the Bible who saw the dead come back to life? Ezekiel lived many years before 
Jesus.  He was both a priest and a prophet who was taken away from his homeland by Nebuchadnezzar. He lived near the city 
of Babylon and spent twenty-three years there preaching to the other captives in that foreign land. His book of Ezekiel is filled 
with visions and strange things that he did. One of Ezekiel’s revelations took place in a very unusual place.  The Bible says, “The 
hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full 
of bones” (Ezekiel 37:1). Then the Lord asked Ezekiel, “Can these bones live?” (37:3). Ezekiel knew that was not possible. But 
the Lord told him to talk to the bones and say to them, “Hear the word of the LORD! This is what the Sovereign LORD says to 
these bones: I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin . . . and you will come to life” 
(37:4-6). 

Ezekiel did as the Lord said, and suddenly Ezekiel heard a loud rattling sound as one bone after another came back 
together again. Then Ezekiel saw the muscles begin to attach themselves to the bones with real tendons. Finally, flesh began to 
cover the bodies as they were covered in the skin they once wore. Faces, arms, legs, real people who had lived many years 
earlier were now standing before Ezekiel. But they were not complete. They were missing one important thing. They weren’t 
breathing. Ezekiel continues, “Then he said to me, ‘Prophecy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, “This is what 
the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live”’” (37:9). Just as 
happened in the Garden of Eden, it took the Lord’s special breath to give these bodies life. Soon Ezekiel saw a huge army of 
living, breathing people marching right in front of him.   

God’s purpose with this vision was to show Ezekiel that there would come a day when the Jews would be allowed to once 
again return to their homeland. God said to Ezekiel, “I will put my Spirit in you [the people] and you will live, and I will settle you 
in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken” (37:14).  

It is interesting that although the people had complete bodies with bones and muscles and skin and blood, they were still 
not alive. It was because they couldn’t breathe. They needed the Lord to breathe into them and give purpose to their bodies 
and lives. And the same is true today. When we look around us, we see people who go about their daily lives. Children, 
teenagers, adults, and older folks all seem to be enjoying life and having a great time. Yet unless they have the Lord Jesus in 
them, they are like walking dead people. Their lives are hopeless and empty.  They have no purpose to live. The Bible says it 
this way, “You were dead in your trespasses and sins. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved” (Ephesians 2:1,4,5). 

Each day we should thank God for the life-giving breath in us. Now we can live for Jesus because we have been made alive 
by our loving Lord! 
 
In Christ, Mike Allard, Principal @ St. John’s 

   December 16, 2022 
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BB Practice:   
Tuesday, Dec 20: 3:30-5:15 
Thursday, Dec 22:  NO PRACTICE 
 

12/18-Christmas Service:  All students 

in grades K-8 are expected to participate in 
our children’s Christmas service THIS Sunday, 
December 18th. This is part of our religion 
curriculum, so all students are expected to 
participate in the entire service, which will be 
held from 9:00-10:00 a.m. 
 
Students playing handbells should be at 
church by 8:15 Sunday morning. Those 
students who are playing preservice music 
should be at church by 8:30. All other students 
should be at church by 8:45. Children should 
go down to the church basement where we 
will line up. 
 

12/20-ELC Christmas Service:  We will 

be having a special Christmas service for our 
3K/4K students on Tuesday, December 20, at 
6:00 p.m. in the church. All are invited to 
attend. We hope all of our 3K/4K students can 
participate and that parents and many others 
can attend. 
 

Bruce Mound Outing:  Grades 2-8 will 

be having a fun day at Bruce Mound on 
Thursday, December 22nd, weather permitting. 
Permission sheets and rental forms were sent 
home with the children. Forms and payment 
are due ASAP. We will need drivers so please 
consider coming along! 
 

Boots Available:  One of our parents has 

donated a pair of gently used boy’s boots size 
6.5 men's. If anyone has a need for these, 
please notify the office. 

 

School/ELC Schedule: 
Friday, December 23rd:  School will dismiss at 
noon. Busing will be available, both for 
morning drop-off and going home at noon. 
WE WILL NOT BE SERVING LUNCH TO 
STUDENTS IN K-8 THAT DAY. 
Lunch will still be served for those children 
who are staying for childcare. 
 
There will be NO SCHOOL for 3K-8th Grade 
from December 26th through January 3rd, as 
we enjoy our Christmas break. School will 
resume on Wednesday, January 4th. 
 
The ELC will be CLOSED December 26th and 
January 2nd. 

 

Dress Up Days:  Next week the ELC is 

having special Christmas dress-up days, and 
students and teachers in Grades K-8 are 
invited to join them in dressing up. 

Monday Dec. 19 – Cozy Christmas PJ Day 

(Cozy stockings and Christmas themed or 
favorite jammies)  

Tuesday Dec. 20 – Winter Wonderland 
White-Out 

(Wear white!) 

Wednesday Dec. 21 – Holiday Cheer 
Headgear 

(Christmas hats, headbands, ribbons, bows) 

Thursday Dec. 22 – K-1 Live Nativity / 2-8 
BRUCE MOUND TRIP  
(Dress like a Character from the Birth of Jesus 

ex. Mary, Joseph, Angels, Donkey, Sheep, 
Shepherd, etc.) 

Friday Dec. 23 – Christmas Sweaters 

(Christmas Sweaters and holiday shirts) 
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Pioneer Christmas Party:  Our Pioneer Christmas party will 

be held this coming Wednesday, December 21st, at 6:00 pm. 
Children can bring a white elephant gift if they wish, and some 
snacks to share if they would like. 
 

2023 Calendars for Sale:  Living Stones Youth Group is selling 

beautiful 2023 calendars with inspirational Scripture verses and 
plenty of room for writing birthdays, appointments, etc. in the date 
squares. Get one for $8 or two for only $15. Get yours today before 
they’re gone! Calendars are available in the school office. Make 
checks payable to Living Stones. 
 

Looking Ahead-Pancake Breakfast:  Our annual Pancake 

Breakfast is scheduled for Sunday, February 12th. We wanted to 
remind those parents who signed up to help with that. Extra 
volunteers are needed and welcome! 

Those who signed up to help with the Pancake Breakfast are listed 
below: 

Craig & Rachel Anderson, Robert & Brooke Schoen, Clint & Caitlin 
Hannasch, Rene Defourneaux & Skye Goode, Brad & Kristine Boon, 
Sam & Stacy Mathis, Eric & Julia Backaus, Mike & Megan Allard 

 

Upcoming Events 
Fri, Dec 16 

Staff & School Board 
Christmas Party-5:00 pm 
 

Sun, Dec 18 
K-8 Christmas Program 
   9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
 

Tues, Dec 20 
BB Practice 3:30-5:15 
 
3K/4K Christmas Program 
   6:00 pm 
 

Wed, Dec 21 
Chapel  8:20 am 
 
Pioneers 6:00 pm 
 

Thurs, Dec 22 
Bruce Mound Trip (Gr. 2-8) 
   9:00-2:00 
 
No BB Practice 

Fri, Dec 23 
School Dismisses at Noon 
 
No Lunch Except for 
Childcare 
 

Sat, Dec 24 
Christmas Eve Song Service 
   6:00 pm 
 

Sun, Dec 25 
Christmas Day Worship 
   9:00 am 
 

Dec 26-Jan 3 
No School-Christmas Break 
 

Mon, Dec 26 
ELC Closed 
 

Mon, Jan 2 
ELC Closed 
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